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 FEDERALIST INTERGROUP

FOR THE EUROPEAN CONSTITUTION


Second DRAFT

(Steering Committee,16.01.2007)
DECLARATION ON THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SIGNING OF THE TREATY OF ROME
Europe is restoring itself from hostilities and division. Learning from the bitter experiences of the 20th Century, European states and citizens now foster human rights, cherish the rule of law and work together to develop new forms of democratic governance. Former enemies are now loyal partners. The dictatorships and authoritarian regimes have been replaced by pluralistic liberal democracy. Few areas of European public life are now untouched by the success of functional integration. 
The establishment of the European Economic Community played a key part in these developments, and the 50th anniversary of the Treaty of Rome fully deserves to be celebrated across Europe and in the wider world. 
Throughout the post-war period, federalism has been a powerful driving force behind European integration. Federalists inspired the founding fathers of the European Union and have not ceased to work towards the goal of a close union of Europe’s states and peoples in which no single level of government is subordinate to any other but all are coordinate. In 2007 the Federalist Intergroup of the European Parliament will also be commemorating the centenary of Altiero Spinelli who made a particularly important contribution to the constitutional development of the Union. 
While Europe has achieved much since the end of the Second World War in creating and then gradually extending the political scope of unification as well as in widening membership of the Union, there remains much work to be done if the mission of the founding fathers is to be wholly fulfilled. 
We Members of the European Parliament who are proud to call ourselves federalists believe that 2007 will be decisive for the success of the constitutional project. We are convinced that the European Union needs to complete its constitutional process in order to be fully equipped to meet the demands of the 21st Century and the aspirations of a large majority of its citizens. With no constitution, Europe will lack internal cohesion and external strength, and the EU’s development into a mature, post-national democracy will be halted. 
Europe's federalists commit themselves anew to the task of building a united Europe which will deliver peace, tolerance, prosperity and freedom to our own peoples and which may act as a beacon of hope to all those worldwide who share our values. 
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